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house between the Board of Revenue and the
heads of the Districts, whether known as Collectors
or Deputy Commissioners.

A District is an official geographical unit
running from 1000, to as high as 15,000, square
miles, and the efficiency of the administration as
a whole depends chiefly upon the conduct of the
heads of these component parts.

The Decentralisation Commission arrived at the
conclusion that when Executive Councils are en-
larged or introduced, as the case may be, Boards
of Revenue might be abolished and Commissioners
retained, and few will dispute the wisdom of this
advice, inasmuch as peripatetic officers visiting all
the Districts under their official influence should
be of greater value than a Board of three or four
members all stationed at, and stationary in, the
local capital.

It wisely disapproved of the proposal which had
been made to give the Commissioner and Collector
an Advisory Council, the fact being that these
functionaries can readily obtain, and if they are at
all suited for their positions will obtain, quite as
much advice as they desire or require.

The Commission thought, however, that the
number of honorary magistrates might be aug-
mented, in order to increase the number of Indian
gentlemen engaged in the disposal of the business
of their Districts.